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The GAC is the largest credit union conference 
with the largest exhibit hall in the industry. Year 
after year credit union leaders attend this event 
to hear from key legislative and political speak-
ers, network with peers, and demonstrate the 
power of 91 million credit union members. At 
the 2011 event, approximately 650 credit union 
CEOs, 970 mid-level managers and 1,120 
board members walked through the exhibit hall.
• Number of attendees: 2,750
• Number of credit unions: 989
• Total assets represented: $490 billion
  

Event Exhibit and Sponsorships

Ads in GAC Daily News
CUNA’s signature event offers advertisers excellent opportunities 
to be in front of an audience that includes credit union CEOs, 
senior staff, and board members.

More than 2,750 people attend the Governmental Affairs 
Conference. Each paid ad in the GAC Daily News earns 
frequency in Credit Union Magazine. 

Place ads in the GAC Daily News and the March issue of  
Credit Union Magazine and receive a 10% discount. 

 
			                        

	 1 time	 2 times	 3 times
Full page, 4-color	 $2,100	 $1,950	 $1,750 each	

Half page, 4-color	 1,400	 1,300	 1,100 each	

GAC Daily News Ad Rates 
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Closing General Session
8:30 a.m. in Hall E

Featured speakers include 
Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, 

House Speaker
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P eople from different political spec-
trums can occupy some common 
ground. It’s the media that views 

the world in black and white—or in terms 
of its political coverage, left and right.

So said progressive Arianna Huffing-
ton, co-founder and editor of The Huff-
ington Post, and Republican strategist 
Mary Matalin during Tuesday’s General 
Session. Despite fundamental differences 
in opinion about the Obama administra-
tion, the economy, and other issues, the 
two agree it’s time for the media to stop 
framing every issue as left vs. right.

“The crazier you are, the more TV time 
you get,” noted Matalin, referring to televi-
sion’s plethora of political pundits.

Huffington and Matalin co-host “Both 
Sides Now,” a radio show that examines 
both liberal and conservative viewpoints. 
Their biggest common bond: A belief that 
Americans must rediscover the virtues 

Let’s agree 
to agree

T he corporate credit union network of 
the future will be made up of fewer 
corporates, they’ll be more focused 

on settlement and payment services, and 
less focused on investment services, 
according to panelists discussing cor-
porate credit unions’ future at Tuesday’s 
General Session.

The panelists were Larry Fazio, 
NCUA’s deputy executive director; Scott 
Hunt, NCUA’s director of the office of 
corporate credit unions; and Terry West, 
CUNA’s Corporate Credit Union Task 
Force chairman. The panel was moderat-
ed by Bill Hampel, CUNA’s chief econo-
mist and senior vice president of research 

and policy analysis.
“The future corporate credit union 

model will look quite different from what 
we’ve known in the past,” said West. “The 
new model will move investments off the 
balance sheet and employ more of a risk-
based model.”

“In the past, corporates have used 
some of their investment income to offset 
the costs of providing payment and settle-
ment services,” said Hampel. “How will 
corporates be able to offer competitive 
pricing on their payment services without 
that investment income?”

“There will have to be considerable 
consolidation among corporates to 

Fewer corporates
in CUs’ future

 Bill Hampel Terry West Larry Fazio Scott Hunt

Mary Matalin

Arianna Huffington

A uthor John Heilemann has known 
President Barack Obama for 
more than two decades, meeting 

as students at Harvard.  
“Obama ran an extraordinary cam-

paign in 2008, receiving 53% of the 
vote and attracting new, independent, 
and Republican voters,” Heilemann said 
during Monday’s Opening General Ses-
sion. “He seemed to be on the verge of 
changing the office in a major way.”

But he was repudiated with last 
November’s Democratic losses in the 
midterm elections. Could Obama engi-
neer a midcourse correction, Heilemann 
wondered?

Many of the wounds Heilemann 
identified in the Obama administra-

tion’s first two years 
were self-inflicted. 
“He governed in a 
partisan way,” he 
said, taking on the 
persona of a big-
spending liberal. He 
also “lost the thread” 
and thus, lost the 

country, despite passing big pieces of 
legislation like health-care reform. 

In Heilemann’s view, Obama has 
pivoted quickly and more adroitly than 
Clinton did after his midterm losses. He 
says Obama recognized that he was too 
insular so he brought in advisers from 
outside his comfort zone. He’s becom-
ing more strategic and less tactical. “It’s 
shocking what better position he’s in 
now than just three or four months ago.”

But Obama’s greatest vulnerability is 

Let the election 
‘games’ begin

General Session
9 a.m. in Hall E

Featured speakers include 
Arianna Huffington & Mary Matalin,

political commentators

C redit unions need to change the 
conversation on Capitol Hill, CUNA 
President/CEO Bill Cheney, told 

4,000 attendees at Monday’s Opening 
General Session.

“We have a big voice [93 million 
members], we serve our members, we 
are not for profit, and we deserve our tax 
exemption,” Cheney said, noting that at no 
time in recent history has the credit union 
movement had more political capital.

With more than 100 new members of 
Congress, Cheney noted, it’s imperative 
that attendees understand how critically 
important it is to tell the credit union side 
of the story on their Hill visits. “Credit 
unions cannot let others define them. 

Credit unions promote thrift and provide 
valuable financial services to their mem-
bers and their communities,” he said.

There are many important issues to tell 
Congress about, including the need for 
capital reform, interchange income issues, 
the need for business lending reform, and 
the preservation of the tax exemption.

Taken collectively, these issues could 
be daunting, Cheney said, but by tackling 
them individually credit unions can turn 
these challenges into success stories.

“It’s important that Congress under-
stand the difference between the for-profit 
model and the cooperative model in the 
financial services industry,” Cheney noted, 
promising to announce a 535-seat politi-
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Cheney envisions
big voice, message

on Capitol Hill

John Heilemann

Politics is
the game
in Opening

General Session 
Mark HalperinJohn Heilemann
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F our critical issues top the credit 
union agenda in Washington,
D.C., these days:

1. Protecting the credit union tax-
exempt status;

2. Stopping implementation of the 
debit interchange fee regulation;

3. Allowing credit unions to access 
supplemental capital; and

4. Increasing the member business 
lending cap.

Bringing these issues to Capitol Hill 
is critical to achieving the best possible 
operating environment for credit unions. 

Toward that end, join CUNA’s 
political and legislative affairs staff for a 
Legislative and Political Update today, 
during this afternoon’s General Session 
at 1:30 in Hall E.

Giving credit unions access to 
supplemental capital is an important 
issue, as policy makers aim to avoid 
future financial crises by strengthen-
ing financial institutions’ capital 
requirements.

CUNA has worked diligently to 

P olitical pundits and co-authors of 
the best-selling “Game Change: 
Obama and the Clintons, Palin and 

McCain, and the Race of a Lifetime,” Mark 
Halperin and John Heilemann, are keynote 
speakers at today’s Opening General 
Session, beginning at 9 a.m. in  Hall E.

Halperin and Heilemann will discuss 
their book, the historic 2008 election and 
upcoming 2012 presidential campaigns, 
and other pressing political topics. 

Mark Halperin currently covers politics 
and government as editor-at-large and 
senior political analyst for Time magazine. 
He also appears on MSNBC and has 
covered politics for 20 years with ABC 
News. 

John Heilemann is currently a feature 
writer, political correspondent, and colum-

nist for New York magazine, and also has 
written for The Economist, Wired, and 
The New Yorker.

What this pair of authors delivers is 
“totally behind-the-scenes and genuinely 
jaw-dropping,” according to reviewers at 
Booklist magazine.  

Halperin and Heilemann got their 
sources—all 200 of them—to cough up 
astonishing information, including e-mails 
and recordings.  It all came together in 
what the Associated Press called “the 
hottest book in the country.”

Be there as two veteran political ana-
lysts share insights on today’s dynamic 
political scene.  Expect a revealing and 
entertaining preview of players in the 
next big election campaign leading up to 
November 2012. 

CUNA Annual General Meeting
10:30 a.m. in Hall E

Featured speakers include 
Actor/Singer John Schneider, 

co-founder of the Children’s Miracle Network

Be heard 
on the Hill
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Legislative and Political 

Update today at 1:30 p.m. 
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